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Consonant Endings: ed and ing
For each list circle the correct ed and ing ending for the verb.

walk   walkked  walked  walking  wakking

jump   jumped  jumpped  jumpping   jumping

slap   slapped   slaping  slapping  slaped

pin   pinned   pinning  pined   pineng

dot    doted   dotted  doting   dotting  

tan   tanned   taning  taned   tanning  

wag   wagdd  wagged  waggeng  wagging  

wink   winkdd  winked   winking  winkking

tug    tuging  tuged   tugging  tugged 

pull   puling  pulled  pulling  puled 

Write the correct ed or ing ending for the word given.

1. Frank (tap) ________________________ his foot to the music.

2. Kristi is (put) ________________________ the cake in the oven.

3. Mindy (play) ________________________ with her friends after school.

4. Mark is (look) ________________________ for his other sock.
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Fill in this story with names of your summer friends and the correct parts of speech to come up with a truly 
outrageous story. Maybe some day this experience will happen to you!

One day, _________ and _________ decided to _________ while on 

their summer vacation. _________ grabbed a _________ and hit the 

road! _________ thought they should _________ which _________ 

thought was very wild. “It’s summer vacation! We have to _________!” 

_________ exclaimed. While on their journey _________ saw a 

_________ climbing a _________ and that scared _________. Later, 

it was time for a snack so _________ suggested they eat _________ 

and _________ and drink _________ juice. Summertime is all about 

_________ experiences, and _________ and _________ wanted to 

make the most of it. After a quick _________ in the _________, it was 

time to _________. It had been another _________ summer day! 

(NAME 1) (NAME 2)

(NAME 1)

(TYPE OF FOOD)

(VERB)

(NAME 2)

(NAME 1)

(BODY OF WATER)

(NOUN)(NAME 1)

(ADJECTIVE)

(NAME 2)

(TYPE OF FOOD)

(VERB)

(VERB)(NAME 1)

(ANIMAL) (NOUN)

(NAME 2) (TYPE OF FOOD)

(NAME 1) (NAME 2)

(ADJECTIVE)(VERB)

(VERB)

crazy SUMMER story!awrite
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Design Challenge: Gumdrop Structures
In this activity, your child will use gumdrops and toothpicks to
build structures that complete various design challenges.
Your child will be given free building time as well to explore
the materials before beginning the challenge. They will then
be asked to build off of what they’ve already created in order
to complete the activity.

What You Need

Gumdrops (or any other soft candy like jelly beans or
fruit snacks)

Toothpicks

Book, full water bottle, or other item (to be used as a
test weight)

Ruler or tape measure

Pen and paper for brainstorming and note-taking

What You Do

1. Give your child 10 gumdrops and 20 toothpicks to start. Allow them to explore the materials by asking your child to build whatever
they would like.

2. After allowing your child to build freely for a while, ask them to take some notes on their creation. Ask your child to write down the
height, width, and appearance of their structure. Then, ask your child how much weight they think their structure can hold. Test
their idea by placing something heavy such as a book or full water bottle on their design.

3. Now, read the story at the beginning of the activity to your child. Ask your child to brainstorm ways in which they could change
their current creation or build something new entirely. For example, ask your child to build a structure that can hold a few books,
or a structure that is taller than two feet. 

4. After your child has finished brainstorming their design, ask them to choose one of their ideas to build. Make sure to remind your
child of the overall goal of their design. 

This is an important step of the design thinking process because it teaches your child to prioritize the functionality of their
design over personal preferences, and it prevents them from getting too emotionally attached to one design.

5. Now it is time for your child to actually build their design! Give your child room to test and create on their own, but help out if they
need assistance.

6. Once your child has finished building, help them to test their creation. 

a. If their design completes the challenge, congratulate them on their success.

b. If your child’s design does not successfully complete their challenge, ask them what they think went wrong. Have your child
go back to the original brainstorming and prototyping stages. Ask your child to redesign their structure and continue
brainstorming and prototyping until their design is successful.

7. To finish the activity, ask your child a few final questions.

a. What did they learn during the initial exploration of the materials?

b. What different types of structures worked or did not work in each challenge?

c. What was the most challenging part of the activity? What was the most fun part?
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Flower Pancakes
Serve a homemade breakfast for someone special with these mouthwatering flower
pancakes that are decorated with fresh fruit. These pretty pancakes will treat your loved
ones well because they're sugar free and whole wheat, so all they get is a wholesome meal
that will energize them for the day. Even young children will be able to help prepare and
shape them, while picking up some cooking skills.

What You Need:

1 1/2 cups whole wheat flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon baking powder.
Beaten egg
1 1/4 cups milk
3 tablespoons oil
2 tablespoons maple syrup or honey
2 bowls
Your favorite fruit

 

What You Do:

1. Equip your child with all the supplies and have him mix up the first three ingredients in
a large bowl.

2. Now he can mix the wet ingredients together by pouring the egg, milk, oil and syrup
or honey into another bowl.

3. Have your child create a well in the middle of the dry ingredients by pressing down the middle with his fist. Now he can pour the
wet ingredients into the well, and mix until the batter comes together. It's best not to overmix, so the pancakes come out soft and
fluffy.

4. To make the flower pancakes, you can experiment with making a freehand flower by pouring a circle of batter in the middle of a
hot, lightly oiled pan and then pouring several petals around the center. This is easiest when you use a spouted container, like a
glass measuring cup. For our fail-proof method, make several small silver dollar sized pancakes, and then arrange them into the
flower shape once they're on the plate.

5. Now your child can decorate the pancake with fresh fruit. Dipping the fruit into honey or maple syrup will keep it from rolling off
the pancakes and add a bit of sweetness. Let your child be creative-strawberries make beautiful petals, and kiwi slices are the
perfect flower center.
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Reuse Markers to Create Liquid Watercolors
Take the reuse challenge with this colorful activity! Do you
have some markers that have dried out? Don’t throw them
away; reuse them to make liquid watercolors! All you need
are the dried-up markers, jars, and water. It’s that simple —
and it provides young artists with a colorful, upcycled medium
for their creative endeavors.

What You Need:

Markers
Jars with their lids
Water
Large measuring cup
Paintbrushes
Paper for painting
Labels for the jars (optional)

What You Do:

1. Gather your markers and ask your learner to separate them by color.
2. Have your child place the markers tip-down into jars by color, ensuring that the marker tips are inside the jar. Use larger jars for

the colors that have more markers.
3. Have your child use a measuring cup with a spout to pour water into each of the jars. Add more or less water depending on how

concentrated you want the color to be.
4. Ask your child to observe how the ink seeps from the markers and diffuses throughout the water. Ask them, “What are you

noticing? What’s happening to the water? Is the color of the water what you expected?”
5. Leave the markers soaking overnight. The next day, ask your child to carefully stir the liquid with the markers and to make

observations about what they see. After a night of soaking, the color should be completely diffused throughout the water. Ask
your child, “What’s happening to the water? What do you notice is on the bottom?” Sometimes, the ink will sink to the bottom,
depending on how many markers are in the jar.         

6. Have your child paint a picture using the liquid watercolor paint. As your child paints, have them make observations about the
watercolor paint. Ask them:

Are the colors as dark or vibrant as you imagined they would be?
Are there colors you wish you had?
Are there colors we can mix to make a new color?
How is the watercolor paint the same or different from the paint you usually use?

7. Have your child label the jars, listing the color and making sure to write that it is watercolor paint. This label will help
prevent accidental ingestion.

8. Store leftover liquid paint at room temperature in the same jars you used for the activity. Firmly place the lid on each jar to keep
the paint fresh and prevent spillage.

This activity is great for teaching your children to reuse as many materials as they can. Upcycling is often good for the environment,
and it shows children that they be resourceful with different materials. If you’re ever in a pinch and want to add interest to your child’s
art projects, this activity offers a colorful, thoughtful touch.

Note: Just as drawing with markers can leave some staining, this liquid watercolor can stain clothes.

Author: Jennifer Sobalvarro
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Make a Timeline of an Influential Person
A helpful way to learn facts and important information about
people is to create a timeline. As your child reads a
biographical text, they can use the storyboard worksheet to
draw and record important information or dates about the
person. Then, they can place the dates and events in a
timeline to show their understanding of important facts in
chronological order. Challenge learners to support their
choice of details to get them to think critically about them.
This activity is perfect for studying influential people during
Women’s History Month, Black History Month, Hispanic
Heritage Month, Asian American and Pacific Islander
Heritage Month, and beyond.

What You Need:

One or two copies of the Storyboard worksheet 
Biography of someone you would like to research

What You Do:

1. Give a short description of the person your child chooses to study.
2. Have your child read a biography about the person. For younger researchers, read a picture book biography or autobiography.
3. Discuss the details of the person’s life and why they are famous or remembered.
4. Reread the book or text with your learner and have them write down notes on the Storyboard worksheet. Support your learner by

allowing them to draw pictures first and then go back to add sentences.
5. Have them cut out the details and place them in a timeline. If your child did not include dates in their events, encourage them to

do so now to help them place the events.
6. Review the event placements with your child. Ask them some of the following questions to get them thinking about the

importance of each of the details they chose:
Which detail is the most important?
Which detail is the least important?
Why would you choose to add this detail over another?
Would this person’s life have been different if you eliminated one of their important life events?
How did one event impact another event? 

7. Throughout all the discussions, allow your child to disregard or add different events if they choose to.
8. Ask your child to summarize the person’s life using their timeline as a reference.
9. Once they have all their finalized events in place, learners can glue the events on construction paper.

Creating timelines, whether biographical or personal, is a helpful way to organize important information. Enjoy great conversations with
your researcher to help them develop critical thinking skills with this activity.

 

Author: Jennifer Sobalvarro
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